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SET A
ENGLISH (202)
[Maximum Marks : 100]
Time : 3 Hours]
General Instructions:
1. Answers to all questions are to be given in the Answer-Book provided.
2. 15 minutes are allotted to read the question paper. Do not write during this period.
3. Write your Roll Number on the first page.
4. Check that the total pages and questions match the top of the first page.
5. For objective questions, choose one alternative and write the answer in your book.
6. All questions are to be answered within the allotted time.
7. Do not make any identification marks outside the specified areas.
8. Electronic devices like calculators and mobile phones are not allowed.
9. Write your Question Paper Code No. (70/JUNE/5, Set - A example) on the Answer-Book.


PART - A
Note: All questions are compulsory except where an internal choice is given.
SECTION A: READING
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
Once upon a time, in a valley called Serenity, lived a community known for their vibrant, colorful kites. Every festival, the sky would be filled with a dazzling array of colors and shapes. The kites were made from special paper, crafted from the strong bamboo that grew in the valley.
A young girl named Leela noticed that after the festivals, the broken kites were just thrown away, creating a mess. She felt sad seeing the beautiful creations trampled and torn. One day, she collected a pile of these discarded kites and took them to the village elder, Old Man Oak.
Old Man Oak smiled and said, "Leela, nothing is truly useless. Watch." He showed her how to soak the paper, mash it into pulp, and press it into new, thick sheets. Leela was amazed. She painted beautiful patterns on the new paper and made even more magnificent kites. The village was inspired. They started a recycling center, turning old kites into new paper, bookmarks, and cards. Serenity Valley became famous not just for its kites, but for its wisdom.
1. Based on your understanding of the above passage, write True or False: 3×1=3
(i) The kites in Serenity Valley were made from plastic.
(ii) Leela was happy to see the discarded kites.
(iii) The village started a recycling center.
2. Answer the following questions in one word: 3×1=3
(i) What were the kites made from?
(ii) Who did Leela take the discarded kites to?
(iii) What did the village become famous for, besides its kites?
3. Pick out the correct word as instructed from the above passage: 1
Synonym of 'thrown away'
(A) vibrant
(B) discarded
(C) crafted
(D) dazzling

SECTION B: WRITING
4. Answer the following questions, with reference to the context below: 5×1=5
You are Rohan/Reena, a resident of 12-B, Green Park, Delhi. You are concerned about the lack of pedestrian crossings near a busy school zone and decide to write a letter to the Editor of 'The Daily Times'.
Choose the correct alternatives for the following questions:
(i) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
    (A) Appreciation for Smooth Traffic
    (B) Concern Regarding Lack of Pedestrian Crossings Near School Zone
    (C) The Need for More Speed Breakers
    (D) Pedestrians Should Not Use Roads

(ii) You will mention that the primary risk is to:
    (A) car drivers.
    (B) traffic police.
    (C) school children and parents.
    (D) shopkeepers.

(iii) The accidents occur mainly during:
    (A) school opening and closing hours.
    (B) the middle of the night.
    (C) lunchtime.
    (D) weekends.

(iv) You will conclude your letter by:
    (A) praising the current traffic management.
    (B) requesting the authorities to install zebra crossings and traffic signals.
    (C) suggesting that schools be closed.
    (D) asking for more parking spaces.

(v) You will close your letter with:
    (A) Yours lovingly
    (B) Yours sincerely
    (C) Yours cheerfully
    (D) Yours gracefully
5. Answer the questions given, with reference to the context below: 4×1=4
You are Amit/Amrita, the Secretary of the Eco Club of your school, 'Greenwood High'. Draft a notice for your school notice board about a tree plantation drive to be held in the school premises.
(i) The subject for the notice will be placed:
    (A) above the institution’s name
    (B) below the word NOTICE
    (C) above the word NOTICE
    (D) just above the date

(ii) The notice will mention the:
    (A) principal's entire speech.
    (B) detailed history of the Eco Club.
    (C) date, time, and venue of the drive.
    (D) names of all the students.

(iii) This drive is organized by:
    (A) The Sports Club
    (B) The Eco Club
    (C) The Literary Club
    (D) The Music Club

(iv) The purpose of the drive is to:
    (A) increase green cover and environmental awareness.
    (B) clean the classrooms.
    (C) cancel classes for a day.
    (D) collect funds.
6. All questions given below are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: 4×1=4
"The Menace of Plastic Bags". Write an article on the topic for your school magazine.
(i) You can start your article by saying that plastic bags are:
    (A) a great convenience for everyone.
    (B) a major threat to our environment.
    (C) biodegradable and safe.
    (D) expensive and durable.

(ii) Plastic bags are harmful because they:
    (A) decompose quickly and enrich the soil.
    (B) block drains and choke animals.
    (C) provide food for wildlife.
    (D) improve air quality.

(iii) A sustainable alternative to plastic bags is:
    (A) more plastic bags.
    (B) cloth or jute bags.
    (C) paper bags that use more trees.
    (D) no bags at all.

(iv) Don't forget to mention that we must:
    (A) encourage the production of more plastic.
    (B) ignore the problem.
    (C) reduce, reuse, and recycle.
    (D) burn plastic bags regularly.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR
7. Fill in the blanks to complete the note: 3×1=3
The new library building (i) (is/was) inaugurated yesterday. The Chief Minister (ii) (arrives/arrived) at 10 a.m. and (iii) (gives/gave) a inspiring speech.
8. Fill in the blanks to complete the note: 3×1=3
My friend Rohan (i) (is/are) a talented musician. He (ii) (play/plays) the guitar very well. He (iii) (perform/performs) at school functions.
9. Choose the correct option to fill in the blanks to complete the passage: 3×1=3
Marie Curie (i) (is/was) a famous scientist. She (ii) (wins/won) two Nobel Prizes. She (iii) (is/was) born in Poland.
10. Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition: 4×1=4
(i) The train arrived ____ the platform.
(ii) I will meet you ____ an hour.
(iii) She comes ____ a small family.
(iv) The book is ____ the table.
11. Fill in the blanks with the correct conjunction: 2×1=2
(i) He was ill ____ he attended the class.
(ii) I want to go for a walk ____ it is raining.

SECTION D: LITERATURE
12. Complete the following sentences: 3×1=3
(From the poem 'The Strength of Unity')
(i) We must stand together as ________.
(ii) We must help our ________.
(iii) We must build a world full of ________.
13. Identify the following sentences as True or False: 3×1=3
(From the story 'The Honest Woodcutter')
(i) The woodcutter dropped his axe into the lake on purpose.
(ii) The river god offered him a golden axe first.
(iii) The woodcutter was rewarded for his honesty.
14. Based on your understanding of the passage, fill in the blanks given below: 3×1=3
It was a bright morning in the village of Sunbeam. The children were playing near the old banyan tree. The tree was massive, with branches that seemed to touch the clouds and roots that spread like a giant net.
(i) The village was called ________.
(ii) The children were playing near the ________.
(iii) The branches of the tree seemed to touch the ________.
15. Identify the True and False sentences given below: 3×1=3
(From the story 'The Talking Bird')
(i) The parrot could recite entire poems.
(ii) The owner sold the parrot to a king.
(iii) The parrot flew away and never returned.
16. Match the character with the story: 3×1=3
(i) The Lost Bracelet - (a) The River God
(ii) The Honest Woodcutter - (b) Rina
(iii) A Lesson for Rohan - (c) Rohan

PART - B
Note: All questions are compulsory except where an internal choice is given.
SECTION A: READING
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
In the bustling city of Veridia, there was a distinct lack of green spaces. Concrete buildings reached for the sky, and the constant hum of traffic filled the air. A young man named Arjun, who had grown up in a village, felt a deep sense of unease in this grey environment. He missed the sight of trees and the sound of birds.
One day, he noticed a small, neglected patch of land between two apartment complexes. It was filled with rubble and garbage. An idea sparked in his mind. He approached the resident welfare associations of both buildings with a proposal to create a community garden. Many residents were skeptical, calling it a waste of time. But a few elderly people and some children showed interest.
Arjun and his small team started cleaning the area every weekend. They slowly removed the rubble, bagged the garbage, and began to loosen the hard soil. They brought seeds and saplings from their own homes. Slowly, green shoots began to appear. The transformation attracted more residents. People started donating plants, tools, and their time. The barren patch soon turned into a lush, small garden with flowers, vegetables, and a bench. It became a tiny oasis where people could connect with nature and each other.
17. What did Arjun notice in the city and how did it make him feel? 2
18. What was the initial reaction of the residents to his idea? 2
19. How did the small patch of land transform? 2
20. Find a word in the passage that means the following: 2
(a) busy and full of activity
(b) a fertile spot in a desert

SECTION B: WRITING
21. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily expressing your concern over the excessive use of loudspeakers during festivals in your locality. 4
**OR**
Write an email to your friend describing a recent trekking experience you had.
22. Read the telephone conversation given below: 2
Ankit : Hello, may I speak to Rohan?
Mother : I'm sorry, he has gone to the library. I am his mother. Can I take a message?
Ankit : Yes, aunty. Please tell him that the science project submission date has been preponed to tomorrow.
Mother : I will let him know as soon as he returns.
You are Rohan's mother. Since you have to go to the market, write a message for Rohan.
23. You are a reporter for your school magazine. Write a report in about 100 words on the 'Annual Day Celebration' held in your school. You may use the following clues. 6
*   grand inauguration by the Principal
*   cultural performances (dance, drama, music)
*   participation of students from all classes
*   award ceremony for meritorious students
*   vote of thanks
**OR**
Write an article on the topic, 'The Importance of Hard Work'.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR
24. Complete the following dialogue by filling in the blanks with suitable words: 2×1=2
Mother : You must eat your breakfast before going to school.
Son : I will, Mom.
Mother : Good. You (i) also drink your milk so that you (ii) stay healthy.
25. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions: 3×1=3
(i) She is fond ____ reading books.
(ii) The meeting will start ____ 3 p.m.
(iii) Distribute the chocolates ____ all the children.
26. Change to reported speech: 2×1=2
(i) Rohan said, "I have completed my homework."
(ii) The teacher said, "The exams will start next month."
27. Complete the sentences given below with conjunctions: 4×1=4
(i) He finished his work ____ went out to play.
(ii) The dress was expensive ____ beautiful.
(iii) You must work hard ____ you will not succeed.
(iv) She fell down ____ she was running.
28. Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks using the correct form of verbs given in the brackets: 4×1=4
(i) She ____ (buy/bought) a new dress last week.
(ii) The Earth ____ (revolve/revolves) around the Sun.
(iii) They have ____ (finish/finished) their project.
(iv) I am ____ (read/reading) a book now.

SECTION D: LITERATURE
Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each:
29. What did the river god bring out of the water first in the story 'The Honest Woodcutter'? 2
30. Why did Arjun want to create a garden in the city? 2
31. According to the poem 'The Strength of Unity', what must we build? 2
32. What lesson did the community learn from Arjun's initiative? 2
33. Why was the woodcutter rewarded? 2
34. Where were the children playing in the village of Sunbeam? 2
35. Answer the following question: 3
(i) How can one person's idea bring about a positive change in a community, according to the passage on Arjun?
**OR**
(ii) Why is it important to be honest, as shown in the story 'The Honest Woodcutter'?

END OF SET A

SET B

ENGLISH (202)
[Maximum Marks : 100]
Time : 3 Hours]
General Instructions:
1. Answers to all questions are to be given in the Answer-Book provided.
2. 15 minutes are allotted to read the question paper. Do not write during this period.
3. Write your Roll Number on the first page.
4. Check that the total pages and questions match the top of the first page.
5. For objective questions, choose one alternative and write the answer in your book.
6. All questions are to be answered within the allotted time.
7. Do not make any identification marks outside the specified areas.
8. Electronic devices like calculators and mobile phones are not allowed.
9. Write your Question Paper Code No. (70/JUNE/5, Set - B example) on the Answer-Book.


PART - A
Note: All questions are compulsory except where an internal choice is given.
SECTION A: READING
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
In the bustling city of Veridia, there was a distinct lack of green spaces. Concrete buildings reached for the sky, and the constant hum of traffic filled the air. A young man named Arjun, who had grown up in a village, felt a deep sense of unease in this grey environment. He missed the sight of trees and the sound of birds.
One day, he noticed a small, neglected patch of land between two apartment complexes. It was filled with rubble and garbage. An idea sparked in his mind. He approached the resident welfare associations of both buildings with a proposal to create a community garden. Many residents were skeptical, calling it a waste of time. But a few elderly people and some children showed interest.
Arjun and his small team started cleaning the area every weekend. They slowly removed the rubble, bagged the garbage, and began to loosen the hard soil. They brought seeds and saplings from their own homes. Slowly, green shoots began to appear. The transformation attracted more residents. People started donating plants, tools, and their time. The barren patch soon turned into a lush, small garden with flowers, vegetables, and a bench. It became a tiny oasis where people could connect with nature and each other.
1. Answer the following questions in one word: 3×1=3
(i) What did Arjun notice between the apartment complexes?
(ii) Who showed interest in Arjun's idea initially?
(iii) What did the barren patch turn into?
2. Pick out the correct word as instructed from the above passage: 1
Antonym of 'barren'
(A) lush
(B) neglected
(C) concrete
(D) skeptical
3. Based on your understanding of the passage, write True or False: 3×1=3
(i) Arjun enjoyed the grey environment of the city.
(ii) All the residents immediately supported Arjun's idea.
(iii) The garden helped people connect with each other.

SECTION B: WRITING
4. All questions given below are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: 4×1=4
"The Menace of Plastic Bags". Write an article on the topic for your school magazine.
(i) You can start your article by saying that plastic bags are:
    (A) a great convenience for everyone.
    (B) a major threat to our environment.
    (C) biodegradable and safe.
    (D) expensive and durable.

(ii) Plastic bags are harmful because they:
    (A) decompose quickly and enrich the soil.
    (B) block drains and choke animals.
    (C) provide food for wildlife.
    (D) improve air quality.

(iii) A sustainable alternative to plastic bags is:
    (A) more plastic bags.
    (B) cloth or jute bags.
    (C) paper bags that use more trees.
    (D) no bags at all.

(iv) Don't forget to mention that we must:
    (A) encourage the production of more plastic.
    (B) ignore the problem.
    (C) reduce, reuse, and recycle.
    (D) burn plastic bags regularly.
5. Answer the following questions, with reference to the context below: 5×1=5
You are Rohan/Reena, a resident of 12-B, Green Park, Delhi. You are concerned about the lack of pedestrian crossings near a busy school zone and decide to write a letter to the Editor of 'The Daily Times'.
Choose the correct alternatives for the following questions:
(i) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
    (A) Appreciation for Smooth Traffic
    (B) Concern Regarding Lack of Pedestrian Crossings Near School Zone
    (C) The Need for More Speed Breakers
    (D) Pedestrians Should Not Use Roads

(ii) You will mention that the primary risk is to:
    (A) car drivers.
    (B) traffic police.
    (C) school children and parents.
    (D) shopkeepers.

(iii) The accidents occur mainly during:
    (A) school opening and closing hours.
    (B) the middle of the night.
    (C) lunchtime.
    (D) weekends.

(iv) You will conclude your letter by:
    (A) praising the current traffic management.
    (B) requesting the authorities to install zebra crossings and traffic signals.
    (C) suggesting that schools be closed.
    (D) asking for more parking spaces.

(v) You will close your letter with:
    (A) Yours lovingly
    (B) Yours sincerely
    (C) Yours cheerfully
    (D) Yours gracefully
6. Answer the questions given, with reference to the context below: 4×1=4
You are Amit/Amrita, the Secretary of the Eco Club of your school, 'Greenwood High'. Draft a notice for your school notice board about a tree plantation drive to be held in the school premises.
(i) The subject for the notice will be placed:
    (A) above the institution’s name
    (B) below the word NOTICE
    (C) above the word NOTICE
    (D) just above the date

(ii) The notice will mention the:
    (A) principal's entire speech.
    (B) detailed history of the Eco Club.
    (C) date, time, and venue of the drive.
    (D) names of all the students.

(iii) This drive is organized by:
    (A) The Sports Club
    (B) The Eco Club
    (C) The Literary Club
    (D) The Music Club

(iv) The purpose of the drive is to:
    (A) increase green cover and environmental awareness.
    (B) clean the classrooms.
    (C) cancel classes for a day.
    (D) collect funds.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR
7. Choose the correct option to fill in the blanks to complete the passage: 3×1=3
Marie Curie (i) (is/was) a famous scientist. She (ii) (wins/won) two Nobel Prizes. She (iii) (is/was) born in Poland.
8. Fill in the blanks with correct prepositions: 4×1=4
(i) She comes ____ a small family.
(ii) The book is ____ the table.
(iii) The train arrived ____ the platform.
(iv) I will meet you ____ an hour.
9. Fill in the blanks to complete the note: 3×1=3
The new library building (i) (is/was) inaugurated yesterday. The Chief Minister (ii) (arrives/arrived) at 10 a.m. and (iii) (gives/gave) a inspiring speech.
10. Fill in the blanks with correct conjunctions: 2×1=2
(i) I want to go for a walk ____ it is raining.
(ii) He was ill ____ he attended the class.
11. Fill in the blanks to complete the note: 3×1=3
My friend Rohan (i) (is/are) a talented musician. He (ii) (play/plays) the guitar very well. He (iii) (perform/performs) at school functions.

SECTION D: LITERATURE
12. Identify the following sentences as True or False: 3×1=3
(From the story 'The Honest Woodcutter')
(i) The woodcutter dropped his axe into the lake on purpose.
(ii) The river god offered him a golden axe first.
(iii) The woodcutter was rewarded for his honesty.
13. Read the following passage: 3×1=3
Once upon a time, in a valley called Serenity, lived a community known for their vibrant, colorful kites. Every festival, the sky would be filled with a dazzling array of colors and shapes. The kites were made from special paper, crafted from the strong bamboo that grew in the valley.
(Based on your understanding of the passage, fill in the blanks given below:)
(i) The valley was called ________.
(ii) The kites were made from ________.
(iii) The sky was filled with a dazzling array of ________.
14. Match the character with the story: 3×1=3
(i) The Honest Woodcutter - (a) Arjun
(ii) The Garden Maker - (b) The Woodcutter
(iii) The Strength of Unity - (c) The Poet
15. Complete the following sentences: 3×1=3
(From the poem 'The Strength of Unity')
(i) We must stand together as ________.
(ii) We must help our ________.
(iii) We must build a world full of ________.
16. Identify the True or False sentences given below: 3×1=3
(i) Leela was happy to see the discarded kites.
(ii) Old Man Oak showed Leela how to make new paper.
(iii) The village became famous only for its kites.

PART - B
Note: All questions are compulsory except where an internal choice is given.
SECTION A: READING
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
Once upon a time, in a valley called Serenity, lived a community known for their vibrant, colorful kites. Every festival, the sky would be filled with a dazzling array of colors and shapes. The kites were made from special paper, crafted from the strong bamboo that grew in the valley.
A young girl named Leela noticed that after the festivals, the broken kites were just thrown away, creating a mess. She felt sad seeing the beautiful creations trampled and torn. One day, she collected a pile of these discarded kites and took them to the village elder, Old Man Oak.
Old Man Oak smiled and said, "Leela, nothing is truly useless. Watch." He showed her how to soak the paper, mash it into pulp, and press it into new, thick sheets. Leela was amazed. She painted beautiful patterns on the new paper and made even more magnificent kites. The village was inspired. They started a recycling center, turning old kites into new paper, bookmarks, and cards. Serenity Valley became famous not just for its kites, but for its wisdom.
17. How did the village of Serenity benefit from Leela's idea? 2
18. Find a word in the passage that means the following: 2
(a) bright and colorful
(b) a place where a particular activity is concentrated
19. Who thought differently about the discarded kites and what did she do? 2
20. What did Old Man Oak teach Leela? 2

SECTION B: WRITING
21. You are a reporter for your school magazine. Write a report in about 100 words on the 'Annual Day Celebration' held in your school. You may use the following clues. 6
* grand inauguration by the Principal
* cultural performances (dance, drama, music)
* participation of students from all classes
* award ceremony for meritorious students
* vote of thanks
**OR**
Write an article on the topic, 'The Importance of Hard Work'.
22. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily expressing your concern over the excessive use of loudspeakers during festivals in your locality. 4
**OR**
Write an email to your friend describing a recent trekking experience you had.
23. Read the telephone conversation given below: 2
Ankit : Hello, may I speak to Rohan?
Mother : I'm sorry, he has gone to the library. I am his mother. Can I take a message?
Ankit : Yes, aunty. Please tell him that the science project submission date has been preponed to tomorrow.
Mother : I will let him know as soon as he returns.
You are Rohan's mother. Since you have to go to the market, write a message for Rohan.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR
24. Complete the sentences given below with conjunctions: 4×1=4
(i) You must work hard ____ you will not succeed.
(ii) She fell down ____ she was running.
(iii) He finished his work ____ went out to play.
(iv) The dress was expensive ____ beautiful.
25. Change to reported speech: 2×1=2
(i) The teacher said, "The exams will start next month."
(ii) Rohan said, "I have completed my homework."
26. Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks using the correct form of verbs given in the brackets: 4×1=4
(i) The Earth ____ (revolve/revolves) around the Sun.
(ii) I am ____ (read/reading) a book now.
(iii) She ____ (buy/bought) a new dress last week.
(iv) They have ____ (finish/finished) their project.
27. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions: 3×1=3
(i) The meeting will start ____ 3 p.m.
(ii) Distribute the chocolates ____ all the children.
(iii) She is fond ____ reading books.
28. Complete the following dialogue by filling in the blanks with suitable words: 2×1=2
Mother : You must eat your breakfast before going to school.
Son : I will, Mom.
Mother : Good. You (i) also drink your milk so that you (ii) stay healthy.

SECTION D: LITERATURE
Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each:
29. Answer the following question: 3
(i) How can one person's idea bring about a positive change in a community, according to the passage on Leela?
**OR**
(ii) Why is it important to be honest, as shown in the story 'The Honest Woodcutter'?
30. What did the river god bring out of the water first in the story 'The Honest Woodcutter'? 2
31. Why didn’t Jijabai believe the letter which came from Agra? 2
32. What did the tiger do to a horse in the Market Road? 2
33. Why did Gandhiji and his relative steal money from the servant’s pocket money? 2
34. Why did Kondiba take to begging? 2
35. What bit Raja and what did Grandmother think? 2

END OF SET B

ANSWER KEY - SET A
PART - A
SECTION A: READING
1.(i) False, (ii) False, (iii) True
2.(i) Bamboo/Paper, (ii) Old Man Oak, (iii) Wisdom
3.(B) discarded
4.SECTION B: WRITING
4. (i) B, (ii) C, (iii) A, (iv) B, (v) B
5. (i) B, (ii) C, (iii) B, (iv) A
6. (i) B, (ii) B, (iii) B, (iv) C
5.SECTION C: GRAMMAR
7. (i) was, (ii) arrived, (iii) gave
8. (i) is, (ii) plays, (iii) performs
9. (i) was, (ii) won, (iii) was
10. (i) at, (ii) in, (iii) from, (iv) on
11. (i) but, (ii) although
6.SECTION D: LITERATURE
12. (i) one, (ii) neighbours/friends, (iii) peace/hope
13. (i) False, (ii) True, (iii) True
14. (i) Sunbeam, (ii) old banyan tree, (iii) clouds
15. (i) True, (ii) False, (iii) True
16. (i) - (b) Rina, (ii) - (a) The River God, (iii) - (c) Rohan
PART - B
SECTION A: READING
17. He noticed a distinct lack of green spaces. It made him feel a deep sense of unease and he missed nature.
18. Many were skeptical and called it a waste of time. Only a few elderly people and children showed interest.
19. It transformed from a barren patch filled with rubble and garbage into a lush garden with flowers, vegetables, and a bench.
20. (a) bustling, (b) oasis
SECTION B: WRITING
21. & 22. & 23. (Evaluated based on content, format, and coherence.)
SECTION C: GRAMMAR
24. (i) should, (ii) can
25. (i) of, (ii) at, (iii) among
26. (i) Rohan said that he had completed his homework. (ii) The teacher said that the exams would start the following month.
27. (i) and, (ii) but, (iii) or, (iv) while
28. (i) bought, (ii) revolves, (iii) finished, (iv) reading
SECTION D: LITERATURE
29. A golden axe.
30. He missed the sight of trees and the sound of birds, and felt uneasy in the grey city environment.
31. A world full of peace/hope.
32. That one person's initiative can transform a community space and bring people together.
33. For his honesty.
34. Near the old banyan tree.
35. (i) By identifying a problem, proposing a creative solution, and inspiring others to work together towards a common goal. (ii) Because honesty builds trust, earns respect, and is often rewarded in unexpected ways.

ANSWER KEY - SET B
PART - A
SECTION A: READING
1.(i) A patch of land, (ii) A few elderly people and children, (iii) A garden / oasis
2.(A) lush
3.(i) False, (ii) False, (iii) True
SECTION B: WRITING
4. (i) B, (ii) B, (iii) B, (iv) C
5. (i) B, (ii) C, (iii) A, (iv) B, (v) B
6. (i) B, (ii) C, (iii) B, (iv) A
SECTION C: GRAMMAR
7. (i) was, (ii) won, (iii) was
8. (i) from, (ii) on, (iii) at, (iv) in
9. (i) was, (ii) arrived, (iii) gave
10. (i) although, (ii) but
11. (i) is, (ii) plays, (iii) performs
SECTION D: LITERATURE
12. (i) False, (ii) True, (iii) True
13. (i) Serenity, (ii) bamboo paper, (iii) colors and shapes
14. (i) - (b) The Woodcutter, (ii) - (a) Arjun, (iii) - (c) The Poet
15. (i) one, (ii) neighbours/friends, (iii) peace/hope
16. (i) False, (ii) True, (iii) False
PART - B
SECTION A: READING
17. They started a recycling center, became famous for their wisdom, and learned to turn waste into valuable products.
18. (a) vibrant, (b) center
19. Leela thought differently. She collected the discarded kites and took them to Old Man Oak.
20. He taught her how to recycle the old kite paper into new paper.
SECTION B: WRITING
21. & 22. & 23. (Evaluated based on content, format, and coherence.)
SECTION C: GRAMMAR
24. (i) or, (ii) while, (iii) and, (iv) but
25. (i) The teacher said that the exams would start the following month. (ii) Rohan said that he had completed his homework.
26. (i) revolves, (ii) reading, (iii) bought, (iv) finished
27. (i) at, (ii) among, (iii) of
28. (i) should, (ii) can
SECTION D: LITERATURE
29. (i) By noticing a problem, seeking a creative solution, and inspiring others to join in, thereby transforming a community practice. (ii) Because honesty builds trust, earns respect, and is often rewarded in unexpected ways.
30. A golden axe.
31. She thought it was a forgery or a trick.
32. It killed and ate the horse.
33. They wanted to buy something they could not afford otherwise.
34. Because he had no other means to earn a living after becoming disabled.
35. A bee bit Raja. Grandmother thought it was a snake bite.

Mark Distribution for Set A & Set B
PART A (Total: 40 Marks)
Section A (Reading): Q1 (3), Q2 (3), Q3 (1) = 7 Marks
Section B (Writing): Q4 (5), Q5 (4), Q6 (4) = 13 Marks
Section C (Grammar): Q7 (3), Q8 (3), Q9 (3), Q10 (4), Q11 (2) = 15 Marks
Section D (Literature): Q12 (3), Q13 (3), Q14 (3), Q15 (3), Q16 (3) = 15 Marks
Subtotal for Q1-16: 7 + 13 + 15 + 15 = 50 Marks
PART B (Total: 50 Marks)
Section A (Reading): Q17 (2), Q18 (2), Q19 (2), Q20 (2) = 8 Marks
Section B (Writing): Q21 (4), Q22 (2), Q23 (6) = 12 Marks
Section C (Grammar): Q24 (2), Q25 (3), Q26 (2), Q27 (4), Q28 (4) = 15 Marks
Section D (Literature): Q29 (2), Q30 (2), Q31 (2), Q32 (2), Q33 (2), Q34 (2), Q35 (3) = 15 Marks
Subtotal for Q17-35: 8 + 12 + 15 + 15 = 50 Marks
GRAND TOTAL:
Part A (50 Marks) + Part B (50 Marks) = 100 Marks
The number of writing pieces in each test, distinguishing between guided/objective writing questions (like the MCQ-based ones in Part A) and full/composition writing tasks (where students have to generate the entire text in Part B):
Summary for Set A & Set B:
Each set contains a total of 10 distinct writing tasks.
Part A: 3 guided writing tasks (assessed via MCQs).
Part B: 4 full composition tasks (students write the actual text), but students only execute 3 of them due to the internal choices.

Detailed Breakdown for Set A (and identically for Set B):
PART A (Section B: WRITING) - 3 Guided Writing Tasks
These questions test writing knowledge and format through objective questions.
Q4: Writing a Formal Letter (to the Editor) - tested via 5 MCQs.
Q5: Drafting a Notice - tested via 4 MCQs.
Q6: Writing an Article - tested via 4 MCQs.
PART B (Section B: WRITING) - 4 Full Composition Tasks (Students execute 3)
These questions require the student to produce the full piece of writing.
Q21: Choice 1. A Formal Letter to the Editor.
OR
Choice 2. An Informal Email to a Friend.
(Student chooses and writes one)
Q22: Writing a Message (based on a telephone conversation).
(This is compulsory and has no OR choice)
Q23: Choice 1. A Report for the School Magazine.
OR
Choice 2. An Article on a given topic.
(Student chooses and writes one)
Total Count of Executed Writing Pieces:
From Part A: 3 tasks (knowledge demonstrated via MCQs).
From Part B: 3 executed compositions (1 from Q21, 1 from Q22, 1 from Q23).
Therefore, a student physically writes out 3 full compositions and demonstrates knowledge for 3 more through MCQs, making a total of 6 writing competencies assessed per paper.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Writing standardization

Below are examples for each of the ten writing tasks, in Test A and B, of an excellent mark; an average mark; and a low mark.
This is for standardization and marking calibration. Providing annotated examples at different performance levels (Top, Middle, Minimum) gives a clear, consistent benchmark for examiners. It ensures that different markers award scores uniformly based on concrete criteria like task fulfillment, language accuracy, coherence, and format.
Here are the examples for the writing tasks from Set A.

SET A
1. FORMAL LETTER (To the Editor)
Question: Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily expressing your concern over the excessive use of loudspeakers during festivals in your locality.
TOP MARKS (4/4) - Excellent
Subject: Curbing Noise Pollution: A Plea for Regulated Use of Loudspeakers
Sir/Madam,
I am writing to you as a deeply concerned resident of A Block, Vikas Puri, to draw attention to the escalating problem of noise pollution caused by the unregulated use of loudspeakers during religious and social festivals.
The problem is particularly severe during the late evenings and early mornings, where sound levels far exceed the permissible limits set by the Supreme Court. This relentless noise causes immense distress to students preparing for examinations, the elderly, infants, and those who are unwell. It disrupts sleep, causes anxiety, and violates our fundamental right to a peaceful living environment.
While we respect the sentiments behind every celebration, we implore the authorities to enforce existing noise pollution laws strictly. A clear directive limiting the decibel levels and operational timings of loudspeakers, especially during night hours, is the need of the hour.
I hope you will highlight this issue in your esteemed newspaper to spur the concerned authorities into taking necessary action.
Thanking you,
Yours sincerely,
Rohan
(Rohan Singh)
12-B, Vikas Puri, Delhi
Why it gets top marks: Perfect format (subject, salutation, closing). Excellent task fulfillment with a clear problem, specific impacts, and a logical solution. Advanced vocabulary and flawless grammar. Highly coherent and persuasive.
MIDDLE MARKS (2/4) - Satisfactory
The Editor
The Daily Times
Delhi
Sir,
I am writing this letter to complain about loudspeakers. In my area, people use loudspeakers too much in festivals. It is very noisy. I cannot study. My grandfather cannot sleep. It is a big problem.
The government should do something. They should make a rule for less sound. People should also understand and be less noisy.
Please write about this in your paper.
Yours truly,
Rohan
(Vikas Puri)
Why it gets middle marks: The basic format is mostly correct and the purpose is clear. However, the language is simple and repetitive. The arguments are underdeveloped ("It is a big problem") and lack specific solutions or depth.
MINIMUM MARKS (1/4) - Poor
Dear Editor,
Loudspeakers are bad. Too much sound. In my area. During puja. I am angry. Stop this.
From,
Rohan
Delhi
Why it gets minimum marks: The format is incorrect and incomplete. The message is barely understandable and fragmented. It shows a failure to address the task requirements meaningfully. Severe language errors.

2. NOTICE
Question: Draft a notice for your school notice board about a tree plantation drive.
TOP MARKS (2/2) - Excellent
GREENWOOD HIGH, DELHI
NOTICE
October 26, 2023
TREE PLANTATION DRIVE
This is to inform all students that the Eco Club is organizing a Tree Plantation Drive to enhance the green cover of our school and promote environmental responsibility among students.
The details of the event are as follows:
Date: 5th November 2023
Time: 9:00 AM onwards
Venue: School Ground
Activity: Planting of saplings provided by the club.
We encourage all students from classes IX to XII to participate actively in this noble cause. For any queries, please contact the undersigned.
Amrita
(Amrita Sharma)
Secretary, Eco Club
Greenwood High
Why it gets top marks: Perfect notice format with all required elements (issuing authority, subject, date, heading, body, signature). All key details (date, time, venue, purpose) are clearly mentioned. Language is formal and clear.
MIDDLE MARKS (1/2) - Satisfactory
NOTICE
Tree Plantation
Our school is having a tree plantation. It is on 5 November. It is at school ground. Come at 9 AM. Please come and plant trees.
Amit
Eco Club
Why it gets middle marks: The core information is present but the format is incomplete (no school name, full date, or designated signature). The language is overly simple and lacks a formal tone.
MINIMUM MARKS (0.5/2) - Poor
Plant trees. On monday. In school.
Amit
Why it gets minimum marks: Fails as a notice. No proper format, missing critical details, and the message is incomplete and cryptic.

3. ARTICLE
Question: Write an article on the topic, 'The Importance of Hard Work'.
TOP MARKS (6/6) - Excellent
The Importance of Hard Work
By A Student
Success is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is the fruit of relentless hard work, determination, and perseverance. This simple yet profound truth is the cornerstone of all great achievements, from academic excellence to sporting glory.
Hard work is the bridge between dreams and reality. It instills discipline, builds character, and teaches us the value of resilience in the face of failure. While talent may give one a head start, it is consistent effort that determines the finish line. History is replete with examples, from Thomas Edison's countless experiments to the rigorous training of Olympic athletes, who prove that there is no substitute for sheer hard work.
In conclusion, hard work is the key that unlocks our potential. It may be a demanding path, but it is the only path that leads to lasting fulfillment and self-respect. Let us all embrace it as a guiding principle for life.
Why it gets top marks: Engaging title and byline. Well-structured with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. Uses sophisticated vocabulary and linking words. Supports the argument with examples. Flawless language.
MIDDLE MARKS (3/6) - Satisfactory
Hard Work is Important
Hard work is very important for success. If we work hard we can do anything. We can get good marks in school. We can win games.
Hard work makes us strong. We learn to not give up. Many famous people are successful because they worked hard.
So, we should always work hard. It is good for us.
Why it gets middle marks: The message is clear and on topic. The structure is basic but logical. However, the language is very simple and repetitive. Lacks depth, development, and compelling examples.
MINIMUM MARKS (1/6) - Poor
Hard work. It is important. We should work. To get success. To pass exam. Work hard.
Why it gets minimum marks: Not a proper article. No structure or organization. Thoughts are fragmented and not developed. Fails to communicate the idea effectively.

4. MESSAGE
Question: Write a message for Rohan based on the telephone conversation.
TOP MARKS (2/2) - Excellent
Message
Date: 25 October
Time: 11:30 AM
Dear Rohan,
Ankit called to inform you that the science project submission date has been preponed to tomorrow. He asked you to please be prepared and submit it on time.
Mom
Why it gets top marks: Perfect message format. Captures all key information accurately (who called, what the message is, the urgency). Language is clear and concise.
MIDDLE MARKS (1/2) - Satisfactory
Rohan,
Ankit called. Science project is for tomorrow now.
From,
Mom
Why it gets middle marks: The core information is conveyed, but the format is too brief and informal. Missing elements like date/time.
MINIMUM MARKS (0.5/2) - Poor
Rohan
Ankit call. Project.
Why it gets minimum marks: Incomplete and cryptic. Fails to convey the critical information (the new date). Incorrect language.
Here are the examples for the writing tasks from Set B.
SET B 
1. FORMAL LETTER (To the Editor)
Question: Write a letter to the Editor expressing your concern over the excessive use of loudspeakers during festivals.
TOP MARKS (4/4) - Excellent
Subject: The Menace of Unregulated Loudspeaker Use During Festivals
Sir/Madam,
Through the columns of your widely-read newspaper, I wish to bring to the notice of the authorities the grave issue of noise pollution caused by the unchecked use of loudspeakers during various festivals in our locality, Green Park.
The cacophony created by these loudspeakers, which often operates late into the night and begins at the crack of dawn, is a severe public nuisance. It disrupts the sleep patterns of residents, hampers the concentration of students, particularly during exam season, and poses a health risk to patients and the elderly. This is a clear violation of noise pollution regulations and the right to a peaceful environment.
We, the residents, respectfully urge the administration to enforce strict time restrictions and decibel limits for the use of loudspeakers in residential areas. Public awareness campaigns on the health impacts of noise pollution would also be highly beneficial.
I trust you will give this matter due consideration and help amplify our voice for a quieter, healthier community.
Yours sincerely,
Reena
(Reena Verma)
12-B, Green Park, Delhi
Why it gets top marks: Impeccable format and a formal, persuasive tone. Clearly outlines the problem, its specific effects, and proposes concrete solutions. Uses sophisticated vocabulary and is structurally perfect.
MIDDLE MARKS (2/4) - Satisfactory
To,
The Editor
The Daily Times
Delhi
Subject: About Loudspeakers
Sir,
I am a student from Green Park. I want to say that the use of loudspeakers in festivals is too much. It makes a lot of noise. I cannot study. It is a problem for everyone.
I request you to please tell the police to stop this loud noise. People should be allowed to celebrate but without disturbing others.
Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
Reena
Why it gets middle marks: The basic purpose and format are correct. The problem is stated, but the language is simple and the arguments are not developed in detail. It fulfills the task minimally.
MINIMUM MARKS (1/4) - Poor
Editor,
Noise from loudspeakers is too high. Please stop it. It is bad.
Reena
Green Park
Why it gets minimum marks: Severely lacks format. The message is cryptic and undeveloped. Fails to articulate the problem or make a coherent request.

2. NOTICE
Question: Draft a notice about a tree plantation drive.
TOP MARKS (2/2) - Excellent
SPRINGDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL
NOTICE
25th October 2023
ANNUAL TREE PLANTATION DRIVE
The Eco Club is pleased to announce its Annual Tree Plantation Drive, aimed at fostering a greener campus and instilling a sense of environmental stewardship among students.
The details are as follows:
Date: 2nd November 2023
Time: 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Venue: School Playground
Participants: Students of classes IX to XII are warmly invited.
Saplings and tools will be provided by the club. Your enthusiastic participation will make this event a grand success. For further details, contact the undersigned.
Amrita
(Amrita Singh)
Secretary, Eco Club
Springdale Public School
Why it gets top marks: Flawless notice format with all essential details clearly and logically presented. The language is formal and appropriate for the context.
MIDDLE MARKS (1/2) - Satisfactory
NOTICE
Tree Plantation
There will be a tree plantation drive in our school on 2nd November. It will be at the playground. All students from class 9 to 12 can come. Please be there.
Amrita
Eco Club Secretary
Why it gets middle marks: Conveys the core information but in an overly simple manner. The format is basic and lacks a full date and a structured body.
MINIMUM MARKS (0.5/2) - Poor
Plant trees on 2 Nov. Come to ground.
Amrita
Why it gets minimum marks: Fails as a formal notice. Missing almost all elements of format and critical details. The message is incomplete.

3. ARTICLE
Question: Write an article on the topic, 'The Importance of Hard Work'.
TOP MARKS (6/6) - Excellent
The Bedrock of Success: Hard Work
By A Student
In the grand tapestry of life, hard work is the thread that weaves dreams into reality. It is the unwavering belief that persistent effort, not just innate talent, is the true catalyst for achievement.
Hard work cultivates discipline and resilience, qualities indispensable for overcoming life's inevitable obstacles. It transforms potential into skill and ambition into accomplishment. Consider the scientist who fails a hundred times before a breakthrough, or the artist who practices for countless hours. Their success is not a flash of luck but the culmination of dedicated labor. While talent may open a door, it is hard work that walks one through it and paves the path ahead.
Therefore, embracing hard work is not merely a strategy for success; it is a philosophy that builds character and ensures that our achievements are earned and lasting.
Why it gets top marks: Powerful title and byline. Excellent structure with a defining introduction, illustrative examples in the body, and a strong conclusion. Uses advanced vocabulary and complex sentences flawlessly.
MIDDLE MARKS (3/6) - Satisfactory
Why We Should Work Hard
Hard work is needed to be successful in life. If we study hard we get good marks. If we practice sports we become good players.
Working hard teaches us not to be lazy. It helps us learn new things. All great people worked very hard to become great.
So, we should always remember to work hard for our goals.
Why it gets middle marks: The article is on topic and has a basic structure. The message is clear but delivered with very simple language and a lack of depth or original thought.
MINIMUM MARKS (1/6) - Poor
work hard. it is good. for success. we must do.
Why it gets minimum marks: Not a recognizable article. No structure, title, or development. Fails to communicate the idea in a coherent manner.

4. MESSAGE
Question: Write a message for Rohan based on the telephone conversation about the science project.
TOP MARKS (2/2) - Excellent
Message
Date: 26th October
Time: 2:00 PM
Rohan,
Your friend Ankit called. He said that the science project submission has been preponed and is now due tomorrow. Please ensure you complete and submit it on time.
Mom
Why it gets top marks: Perfect format and clarity. Captures all vital information accurately (caller, message, urgency/action required).
MIDDLE MARKS (1/2) - Satisfactory
Rohan,
Ankit called. Science project date is tomorrow now.
-Mom
Why it gets middle marks: The essential message is conveyed, but the format is too brief and informal, missing details like the full date and time.
MINIMUM MARKS (0.5/2) - Poor
Rohan
Ankit call. Project tomorrow.
Why it gets minimum marks: Incomplete and lacks the structure of a message. The information is cryptic and does not clearly state the required action.








